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ﬁ The use of lie detectors for ferretmg out the
ingdequate from among those seeking top security
 Pigother important work in government has suf-
't d another serious setback. Researchers of the
“* yver Institution of Stanford University say that
~there are times when the lie detector turns out a
%g;;txiary to the truth. ,
ther words, the lie detector lies and the
Indlitution group says proof of this is available.
“Thus another link is being forged in the chain
' ﬁi&?ﬁdl #ggwextenswe use of lie detectors until such
g asithgggg are proper safeguards, ,
The lie,_detector may be said to record the
@ t@m ows differences in blood pressure,
¢ tensions and, breathing which change in re-
adhog

ecml questions. Presumably the guilty
react, Mawg;g_orously But the Hoover group says
thfs is good in theory but wrong in practice,
It pomts out that a man brought up in a some-
at rigid family atmosphere, strongly endowed
%h moral standards and the like, will react strong-
ly"'when questions involving morals are asked. The
h%detector will show thisTeaction and 1mmed1ate%'
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place that individual in the suspicious or uncertain
category when actually this individual is the type
of person preferred. By the same token, people of
slipshod or contrary moral structure do not react
to such questions and therefore are labeled as suit-
able material to be hired when they are the type
who should be shunned. .

The Hoover Institution project involved pros-
pects fo intments. If the lie detector is
proven inadequate for the CIA, it should not be
used elsewhere in government.

Use of the lie detector is prevalent in Wash- ﬁ
ington where within the last two years the practice .
has occasioned doubts. There is no set rule for pro-
cedure and there is no established course for
training operators. With doubt cast on the human
equation and now doubt on the functions of the
machine itself, the lie detector is not all that it
pretends to be. If, as the research group says, it
does the opposite of that which is required, then it
is'time to get rid of the machine. The lie detector
has the task of sorting the wheat from the chaff
among humanity. If if persists in doing the coy
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